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September is here already and my time at home in the UK is coming to an 

end.  In two weeks I return to Tanzania.  It’s always good to be back in the 

UK particularly at this time of the year and I have had a very full and active 

few weeks visiting my grandchildren, catching up with my friends and of 

course tackling the undergrowth in my garden.  My four grandchildren grow 

so quickly and they are a joy to be with even if it is only for a short period of 

time. I was there for Lucy’s fourth birthday.  From oldest to youngest  their 

names are Emily, Lucy, Lara and Iliya.  

Since my last newsletter my time in Tanzania has flown by and I continue to wait patiently for my 

permit. Although I was only there for two months I had much to organize and to occupy my time.   

In July there was a visit by a group of students from St George’s 

College UK. This was arranged through an organization called 

‘World Challenge’. They organize challenges for young people 

and the students were spending a month in Tanzania which 

included a safari, climbing Kilimanjaro and Service to the local 

Community. This was a new venture as they wanted to camp in 

the Village. Twenty six 18 year old students from the College 

spent five days in the Village of Masia Mamba and camped in the 

Masia Mamba Church grounds. Temporary lights were erected 

and 2 night watchmen each night were organized through the 

Village Chairman. They received a  

tremendous welcome from the local 

community and a more formal 

welcome from the Pastor of the 

Church with singing and dancing by 

the young church members. There 

was a more formal greetings from the Villagers with traditional 

Chagga dancing outside the Church in which the visitors were 

encouraged to take part. During their five days the students 

painted two classrooms and the walls and floor in the 

designated Kindergarten room; 

taught English to the school 

pupils and organized a series of 

sporting activities as part of their ‘World Challenge Program’.  

They had to be completely self-sufficient.  They purchased all their own 

food at the ‘Marangu (local) Market’.  They had a midday meal 



prepared by the school cook but all 

other meals they prepared themselves. 

They quickly mastered the skills of 

negotiating for the food and cooked on 

an open wood stove.  They bought the 

timber for the stove locally in the Masia Mamba Village.  They also 

paid for the installation of a new entrance to the Church. The students were a great hit with the 

Village children and their efforts and work was of the highest standard.  They were a credit to their 

school and parents. 

The other major achievement was the opening of the new 

Kindergarten School using a room kindly provided by the Church.  

Thank you to Chris and Jo Delapuente who provided the funds for 

the purchase of teaching materials, chairs, mats, shelving and display 

items.  Thanks also to the parents of the students from St George’s College who also provided 

teaching materials. The classroom was opened on the 21st July and the teaching methods are based 

on Montesorri. It is an English Medium School for 3 and 4 year old children.  

Thank you also to St Paul’s Parish Church, Compstall Stockport for the 

support of their very enthusiastic children’s group and parents who have 

provided a range of educational materials for the Kindergarten.  

Congratulations to Upendo Mtui who has just graduated from Higher 

Education who was the first student, I supported 

through Secondary Education when I first arrived in 

Tanzania in 2008. 

I continue in 2014/15 with my work supporting  orphans and children from 

poor families in the  ‘Local Primary and Secondary Schools’. Thank you to the 

donors that have already contacted me and  will continue again in 2015.  I am 

still seeking donors. The price for a primary child is now £10 and a £100 for 

a secondary pupil for the year.  Donations can either be sent directly to my 

internet bank: Smile Internet bank: Acc No. 03118779  Sort Code: 08-92-88.  Please put your name 

as the reference.  Or send a cheque made payable to Mr Robert W Phillips to my home address:  64 

Cartier Close, Old Hall, Warrington, Cheshire, England.  I emphasise, as always, that all money sent 

goes to the children and schools and that I take nothing from this.  I will provide you with information 

about the child you support.  Finally some very welcome publicity from the ‘Warrington Guardian’. 

The Warrington weekly newspaper, in my area, with an article written by Lauren Hirst a reporter at 

the paper – “Retirement marks new challenge for ex-teacher - Bob is happy to go back to the 

classroom to help pupils in Tanzania”  It provides some insight into my life in Tanzania. Please 

contact me if you would like a electronic copy. If you would like to join me here your are most 

welcome.  It’s very rewarding! 


